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Yellow Bird Chase: Accessibility Information

Sign Language
LaB created both a unique spoken “gibberish” language for the actors and an original sign
language based on simple, recognizable gestures (rather than full ASL).

This sign language uses a learning method called dual coding, which combines visual and
auditory information. Research shows people learn and remember information better when it's
presented in more than one way.

In this system, the spoken gibberish provides tone, rhythm, and vocabulary cues, helping guide
attention, while the gestures visually represent meaning in an intuitive way.

In short: combining sound and visuals helps people learn faster and understand more easily.

The story, characters, and actions are strengthened through both visual and spoken
communication, making the experience more inclusive for young children, multilingual
audiences, Deaf and hard-of-hearing viewers, and children with language or developmental
differences. Research shows that preschool and elementary-aged children can improve
comprehension by 20-35% when information is presented this way. Signed storytelling also
helps children ages 4-8 better understand emotions and build empathy.

Imagination and Abstract Thinking:

An original story invites children into a completely new experience, free from familiar characters
or storylines they may already know. Because the story is unfamiliar, they must actively engage
with it in the moment rather than rely on memory or repetition. As they follow the narrative, both
children and adults naturally begin interpreting clues, predicting outcomes, and making
connections. This process encourages stronger attention to emotional tone, body language, and
cause-and-effect relationships.

Abstract thinking encourages creative problem-solving, flexible thinking, and active participation
in shaping the story as it unfolds, rather than simply watching passively. This kind of
engagement helps build empathy, supports emotional regulation, and strengthens social
awareness through attention to cues, relationships, and shared
experience.
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Horizontal Learning:

This style of storytelling invites parents, teachers, and caregivers to learn alongside children
through shared laughter, interpretation, and discovery. The dual-coded combination of gesture
and expressive gibberish reduces language barriers and encourages audiences to actively
interpret the story as it unfolds.

The play engages multiple learning skills at once, including empathy, prediction, interpretation,
social awareness, and listening. The experience extends beyond the performance itself,
sparking conversation, reflection, and shared understanding among families and communities
long after the show has ended.

Yellow Bird Chase is a powerful example of horizontal learning in action.



