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November 1, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

As both an educator and a theatre artist at University of Toronto Schools, I am writing to 
enthusiastically recommend bringing the show “BOOM X” to your school community. This 
production stands out not only as a vibrant, engaging piece of theatre, but also as a work with 
significant educational and curricular relevance for students. 

Much more than a simple musical revue, “BOOM X” is richly interwoven with key themes from 
the Cold War era—including the history, culture, and technology that shaped that period. It 
provides students with a dynamic lens through which to explore global tensions, and cultural 
exchange between countries. 

The piece invites discussion and critical thinking about identity, activism, and the shifting social 
landscape of the 20th century. It offers educators opportunities to link directly to curriculum 
areas in Social Studies, History, Politics, and English/Language Arts, Drama, and Music. 

As a theatre educator who often only has the budget to bring students to a single live 
performance each year, choosing becomes quite a challenge. This one hits so many marks and 
is truly memorable. Our students were highly engaged throughout and referred back to the work 
often when creating their own interdisciplinary pieces. This is an inspiring model of how human 
creativity can shine in harmony with imaginative technology. 

Sincerely,

*DErielle�.ePeny

Artistically, the production is remarkable for its innovative multimedia design and staging and for 
the fact that one performer so deftly and magically transforms into every character. The 
integration of live performance with visual technology captures students’ imagination and 
demonstrates the power of contemporary theatre to reflect our cultural narratives. As a teacher, 
I deeply value how this show models creativity, interdisciplinary innovation, and critical 
engagement—all skills our students need as they navigate a complicated future.



November 1 2025 

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Peter Gray and I am the head of the History Department at Upper Canada College in 
Toronto. I have had the pleasure of working with Rick Miller for more than a decade and have been 
truly inspired by his creativity, and the dedication he has displayed to his craft.  

As a History teacher, I have been impressed with how works such as BOOM X connect to our 
curriculum. It is not only great theater but has relevant important connections to school curriculum in 
areas such as Cold War, History, Culture, and Technology. The play also does an excellent job of 
discussing the development of international social justice, and how the Civil Rights movement of the 
1960s spurred on other rights movements in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. This international hit
show, truly describes a rich human experience of living through that time, and its characters reflect
many different viewpoints and cultural perspectives.

The show features Rick’s trademark stunning multimedia, mixed in with interactive staging and 
virtuoso performance. He engages with the students directly, using humour, heart and humility. I 
have seen the full BOOM X show in a theatre setting, and even shortened and adapted to our
theatre auditorium, it worked beautifully, with minimal setup required.  

I would not hesitate to recommend this show to any school administration. It will strongly 
resonate with middle and high school students across North America.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Warm Regards, 

Peter Gray 
Head of History 
Prep School - Upper Canada College 
pgray@ucc.on.ca 

mailto:pgray@ucc.on.ca
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OCT, CAEA 
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October 30, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As the head of the arts department at Monarch Park Collegiate, I have known Rick Miller for the 
past eight years as a parent, performer, workshop leader, and mentor to our school’s drama 
productions. He shares his expertise joyfully with students and with great consideration and care 
for their well-being and development as young artists.  

Not only is Rick a Canadian theatre legend, but he continues to innovate and integrate 
technology and culturally responsive pedagogy into all of his shows, whether geared to students or 
adults.  

For example, his BOOM trilogy, and in particular BOOM X, has strong curriculum connections for 
schools. Using music, the show connects to Cold War history, culture, and technology. 
Besides the cultural analysis, there are strong links to the development of human rights and social 
justice movements.

The characters in the show represent different viewpoints from different cultural perspectives with 
thoughtfulness and sensitivity. The show has stunning multimedia, and extremely innovative 
staging. I know that teachers and students will be engaged by Rick's artistry in this show.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me at Lisa.Whittaker@tdsb.on.ca or at (416) 393-0190 if you have 
any questions or if there’s any other way I can support this. 

Sincerely, 



Nov. 2, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Hilary McKinley and I am an Elementary school teacher with the Toronto District 
School Board. I have known Rick Miller for more than 15 years. He is an amazing actor, artist, 
creator and musician. As an audience member at many of Rick’s shows, I have been thoroughly 
impressed with his energy, creativity, and his unique way of delivering historical moments in time 
- making history lessons accessible to all ages beyond Grade 6. Boom X is not only great theater
but has relevant important connections to school curriculum as it explores the music, culture,
history and technology between 1970 and 1995.

Rick is one of Canada's most celebrated artists for a reason, and this is a terrific opportunity for 
the next generation of theatre audiences to experience his work in a school setting. The direct 
engagement he encourages with every performance reflect a deep humanity, and a desire for 
students to actively engage with our complex history.  

I would encourage you to consider supporting Rick Miller and his Boom X production. It will 
strongly resonate with students from Grades 7-12. 

I would be pleased to speak with you further, should you have any questions. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hilary McKinley TDSB 
647-401-0629
hilary.mckinley@tdsb.on.ca


